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CHAPTER 1

SECTION 1

This law lays down procedures for the functioning of the parliamentary commit-
tees of enquiry provided for in the

Constitution and in the financial regime of

the State.

CHAPTER 2 — Establishment of parliamentary committees of enquiry

SECTION 2

(1) The Parliamentary Committees of Enquiry referred to in Section 1 above shall be
set up in any of the houses, following aresolu-
tion taken by an absolute majority of members
of the National Assembly or Senators, as the
case may be.

2) The resolution referred to in sub-sec-

tion (1) above shall clearly determine either
the facts giving rise to an enquiry, or the
Government services whose administrative,
financial or technical management the
Committee of Enquiry has to examine.

3) The resolution shall specify thelist of

the members of the Committee of enquiry, the
number of whom shall not be greater than

that of members of parliament in a general
Committee of the house concerned.

SECTION 3

(1) Immediately after its appoint ment, the parliamentary Committee of
enquiry shall meet under the chairmanship of

its eldest member to elect its bureau,compris-

ing a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and a

Rapporteur, by arelative mgjority of its mem-

bers and in auninominal vote. UBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 18 aolt 2014
Y aounde, 18 July 2014.

Paul Biya,

President of the Republic.

Law No. 2014/15 of 18 July to lay down

procedures for the functioning of par-

liamentary committees of enquiry
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The Parliament deliberated and adopted,
the President of the Republic hereby
enacts the law set out below :

CHAPTER 1 — General provisionsthe functioning of the parliamentary commit- tees of
enquiry provided for in the Constitution and in the financial regime of the State.

CHAPTER 2 — Establishment of parliamentary committees of enquiry of Enquiry
referred to in Section 1 above shall be set up in any of the houses, following a resolu- tion
taken by an absolute majority of membersof the National Assembly or Senators, asthe
case may be. 2) Theresolution referred to in sub-sec- tion (1) above shall clearly
determine either thefacts giving riseto an enquiry, or the Gover nment services whose
administrative, financial or technical management the Committee of Enquiry hasto
examine. 3) Theresolution shall specify thelist of the members of the Committee of
enquiry, the number of whom shall not be greater than that of members of parliament in
a general Committee of the house concer ned. ment, the parliamentary Committee of
enquiry shall meet under the chairmanship of its eldest member to elect its
bureau,compris- ing a Chair person, a Vice-Chair per son and a Rapporteur, by arelative
maj ority of itsmem- bersand in a uninominal vote. UBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 18 aodt
2014 Y aounde, 18 July 2014. Paul Biya, President of the Republic. ---------------- Law No.
2014/15 of 18 July to lay down proceduresfor the functioning of par- liamentary
committees of enquiry The Parliament deliberated and adopted, the President of the
Republic hereby enactsthe law set out below :

CHAPTER 1 — General provisionsthe functioning of the parliamentary commit- tees of
enquiry provided for in the Constitution and in the financial regime of the State.

CHAPTER 2 — Establishment of parliamentary committees of enquiry of Enquiry
referred to in Section 1 above shall be set up in any of the houses, following a resolu- tion
taken by an absolute majority of membersof the National Assembly or Senators, asthe
case may be. 2) Theresolution referred to in sub-sec- tion (1) above shall clearly
determine either the factsgiving rise to an enquiry, or the Government services whose
administrative, financial or technical management the Committee of Enquiry hasto
examine. 3) The resolution shall specify thelist of the members of the Committee of
enquiry, the number of whom shall not be greater than that of members of parliament in
a general Committee of the house concerned. ment, the parliamentary Committee of
enquiry shall meet under the chairmanship of its eldest member to elect its
bureau,compris- ing a Chair person, a Vice-Chair person and a Rapporteur, by arelative
majority of itsmem- bersand in auninominal vote. OF THE REPUBLIC OF
CAMEROON 11 2) Thereafter, each member of the Committee of Enquiry shall, while
standing with the left hand on the Constitution and theright hand up and glove-free,
take the oath before the House to which he belongs saying: “I,............ , do swear before
God and before men to serve the people of the Republic of Cameroon in honesty, to
conduct parliamen- tary enquiriesin accor dance with the laws, regulations and customs
of the Camer oonian people, without fear, favour or rancour, to ensure the confidentiality
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of proceedingsand, in all | do, to comport myself always and everywhere with dignity
and loyalty” .

SECTION 4

(1) The duties of committees of enquiry shall terminate with the submission
of their reports and no later than 12 (twelve)
months from the date on which the resolution
on their establishment was adopted. They
may not be reappointed for the same purpose
until a Period of 12 (twelve) months has
elapsed after termination of their duties.

2) Where the issue concerns public

finance, the duties referred to in sub-section
(1) above shall not exceed six (6) months,
renewabl e as and when necessary.

CHAPTER 3 — Functioning of parliamentary committees of enquiry

SECTION S

(1) The Parliamentary Committee of Enquiry shall conduct documentary and on-
the-spot investigations. All information likely
to facilitate its work must be provided.

2) Assuch, it shall be authorized to

request documents from any service, with the
exception of those covered by confidentiality
or secrecy and concerning national defence,
and internal or external security of the State.
3) The parliamentary Committee of enquiry
may take any precautionary mea-sures,
including seizing and placing under seal any
document relating to the object of its mission
and necessary for establishing the truth.
UBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 18 ao(t 2014
4) For the purposes of its mission, the par-
liamentary Committee of enquiry may also,
on behalf of the people of Cameroon, seek
assistance from any person, civil servant,
public authority, as well as any element of the
forces of law and order.

SECTION 6

(1) Any person who a parliamen tary Committee of enquiry deems useful to be
heard, is bound to honour the summons
served him for that purpose.

2) Whoever fails to appear without pro-
viding any legitimate reason or who provides
afalse excuse, or refusesto give his state-
ment, take the oath or to disclose service doc-
uments, subject to the provisions of Section 5
above, shall be punished, as appropriate, in
accordance with the provisions of the Penal
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Code.

3) In case of perjury or subornation of wit-
ness or where it is established that the state-
ment of the witness claiming not to know any-
thing is untrue, the provisions of the Penal
Code shall be applicable.

4) In each of the cases referred to in sub-
sections (2) and (3) above, prosecution shall be
initiated at the request of the chairperson of
the Committee or at the request of the bureau
of the house concerned, where the latter's
report has already been submitted.

SECTION 7 — The witness summons shall be
signed by the chairperson of the Committee,

and served by abailiff or police officer. It

shall, in particular, specify the purpose, date,

place and time of the hearing.

SECTION 8

(1) The proceedings of the parliamen tary Committee of enquiry shall be in cameraand
at the seat of the institutions of the Republic.

2) However, where the proceedings are to

be held outside the seat of the institutions

referred to in sub-section (1) above, the pro-

posed movement of the parliamentary

Committee of enquiry shall first be submitted

to the bureau of the house concerned for

approva .UBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 18 aolt 2014
4) For the purposes of its mission, the par-

liamentary Committee of enquiry may also,

on behalf of the people of Cameroon, seek

assistance from any person, civil servant,

public authority, as well as any element of the

forces of law and order.

CHAPTER 4 — Hearing of witnesses

SECTION 9

(1). Witnesses to be heard or persons to be consulted shall be heard each in turn,
alone and in such away asto preserve the secre-
cy of the proceedings of the Committee.

2) Witnesses shall testify orally and may
provide any written document they deem neces-
sary to support their statements and which they
shall countersign. They shall swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the

truth.

3) Such statements and documents may

not be used to prosecute them, subject to the
provisions of Section 6(3) above.
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SECTION 10

(1) Witnesses shall answer the questions put to them by members of the
Committee in the same manner, since such
guestions are intended to gather information
and not to demand justification or evidence of
the information requested.

2) However, the witnessis not required

to disclose information that is covered by the
rules of secrecy set out in Section 5(2) above.
Mention shall be made of such secrecy, if
applicable, on the margin of the witness
statement and signed by him.

3) After being heard, the witness shall

be requested to listen to his statement read

or, if necessary, by signing it, to make hand-
written corrections in the margin, and to sign
the statement.

SECTION 11

(1) Where the witness does not understand the working language of the
Committee, the chairperson shall request the

services of an interpreter who shall swear "lo

assist the Committee on his honour and con-

science." The swearing shall be recorded in

the minutes of the hearing.OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 13
3) The deliberations of the Parliamentary

Committee of Enquiry shall be conducted

with amajority of its members present.

CHAPTER 4 — Hearing of witnesses to be consulted shall be heard each in turn, alone
and in such away asto preserve the secre- cy of the proceedings of the Committee. 2)
Witnesses shall testify orally and may provide any written document they deem neces-
sary to support their statementsand which they shall countersign. They shall swear to
tell thetruth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 3) Such statements and
documents may not be used to prosecute them, subject to the provisions of Section 6(3)
above. questions put to them by member s of the Committeein the same manner, since
such questions are intended to gather information and not to demand justification or
evidence of the information requested. 2) However, the witnessis not required to disclose
information that is covered by the rules of secrecy set out in Section 5(2) above. Mention
shall be made of such secrecy, if applicable, on the margin of the witness statement and
signed by him. 3) After being heard, the witness shall be requested to listen to his
statement read or, if necessary, by signing it, to make hand- written correctionsin the
mar gin, and to sign the statement. under stand the wor king language of the Committee,
the chairperson shall request the services of an interpreter who shall swear "to assist the
Committee on hishonour and con- science." The swearing shall berecorded in the
minutes of the hearing.OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 13 3) The deliberations
of the Parliamentary Committee of Enquiry shall be conducted with a majority of its
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member s present.

CHAPTER 4 — Hearing of witnesses to be consulted shall be heard each in turn, alone
and in such away asto preservethe secre- cy of the proceedings of the Committee. 2)
Witnesses shall testify orally and may provide any written document they deem neces-
sary to support their statements and which they shall countersign. They shall swear to
tell thetruth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 3) Such statementsand
documents may not be used to prosecute them, subject to the provisions of Section 6(3)
above. questions put to them by member s of the Committee in the same manner, since
such questions areintended to gather information and not to demand justification or
evidence of the information requested. 2) However, the witnessis not required to disclose
information that is covered by the rules of secrecy set out in Section 5(2) above. Mention
shall be made of such secrecy, if applicable, on the margin of the witness' statement and
signed by him. 3) After being heard, the witness shall berequested to listen to his
statement read or, if necessary, by signing it, to make hand- written correctionsin the
margin, and to sign the statement. under stand the wor king language of the Committee,
the chair person shall request the services of an interpreter who shall swear "to assist the
Committee on his honour and con- science." The swearing shall berecorded in the
minutes of the hearing.Transcription provided verbatim as requested above, preserving
original spelling, punctuation, numbering and line order with hyphenated line breaks
intact. No corrections or content changeswere made. LIQUE DU CAMEROUN
18 aodt 2014 2) The minutes of the hearing, written with single-line spacing, shall be
signed by the mem- bers of the Committee, theinterpreter and the witness. They may
approve any marginal notes and deleted statements. Wherethe witnessisunableto sign,
he shall affix hisfingerprintsat the bottom of the statement and the words" the witness
insistsand declaresthat he cannot sign" areentered in the document.
SECTION 12
(2). During the mission, the par liamentary Committee of enquiry shall inform
the bureau of the house concerned, if neces-
sary, of any difficulties encountered and
which are likely to impede the discharge of its
duties.
2) If the difficulties persist until the
expiry of its mandate, the Committee shall

mention them in its report while requesting
the extension of its mission, if need be.

SECTION 13

(1) Theinvestigation shall close with the adoption, by an absolute majority of
the members of the parliamentary Committee

of enquiry, of areport signed by the chairper-

son and the rapporteur, and which shall be

submitted to the bureau of the house con-

cerned no later than five (5) days following

the expiry of the period prescribed for the said

Committee.
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2) A draft resolution shall be attached

to the report. In addition, all documents col-
lected in the course of the investigation, the
list of witnesses and persons consulted, mi-
nutes, and any statements or reservations
explicitly made and signed by some members
of the Committee shall also be attached to it.
3) Where the parliamentary Committee

of enquiry failsto submit its report within the
period provided for under Section 4 above, its
chairperson shall transmit the documentsin
his possession to the bureau of the house con-
cerned. Such documents may not be published
or discussed.

CHAPTER 5 — Conclusion of the proceedings of the parliamentary committee of
enquiry OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 15

SECTION 14

(1) Theresolution of the parlia mentary Committee of enquiry shall be dis-
cussed and adopted by the memhers of the
house concerned following the procedure laid
down in its standing orders.

2) It shall result, as the case may be, in:

- the forwarding of the reports of the investi-
gation to the government services in charge of
Justice for action;

- areguest for a personality to be brought
before the Court of Empeachment, where
such a personality or the facts of the matter
tall within the jurisdiction of that Court;

- areguest for the Government to initiate any
political, regulatory or administrative action
based on the findings of the parliamentary
Committee of enquiry.

3) In matters pertaining to public finance,

the parliamentary Committees of enquiry
shall be bound to forward any tact likely to
result in acrimina sanction that they are
aware of to the judicial authorities. Moreover,
they may refer the matter to the body respon-
sible for ensuring fiscal discipline.

CHAPTER 6 — Final provisions

SECTION 15— The documents of parliamentary
Committees of enquiry shall be kept under

seal in the Archives of the house concerned.

All reports or parts there of which the house

concerned has decided not to authorize publi-

cation shall also be kept under seal inits
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Archives,

SECTION 16
(1) Any member of a Committee of Enquiry or any person attending or taking

TITLE 1— n thedefiberations of such a Committee in any capacity shall be bound by
secrecy. 2) Any member of a parliamentary Committee of enquiry who breachestherule
of secrecy may, based on thereport of the Committee and after hearing the said mem-
ber, be expelled from the Committee by a deci- sion of the house taken without debate. 16

JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 18 aodt 2014 3) Le
président dela commission d'en- quéte peut, en attendant la décision de la chambre

entiére, suspendre le parlementaire destravaux de la commission d'enquéte. 4) Sont
punis des peines prévues par lalégisation en matiere de divulgation de secret d'Etat,
ceux qui publient uneinformation relative aux travaux, aux délibérations, aux actes ou
aux rapportsnon publiés des Commissions d'enquéte.

SECTION 17 — L es dépenses afférentes au fonction
nement des commissions d'enquéte parlemen-

taire sont imputées au budget de la chambre

concernée, apres approbation de son bureau.

SECTION 18

Laprésente loi, qui abroge toute dis position antérieure, sera enregistrée, publiée
selon la procédure d'urgence, puisinsérée au
Journal Officiel en frangais et en anglais.

Y aoundé le 18 juillet 2014.

Le président de la République,

Paul Biya.

3) The chairperson of the Committee of
enquiry may, pending the decision of the
whole house, suspend the said member from
the work of Committee of enquiry.

4) Any person publishing information
relating to the work, proceedings, acts or
unpublished reports of Committees of enquiry
shall be liable to punishment in accordance
with the legislation governing the release of
official secrets.
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